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Chapter 55.455 Commercial Welfare Animal Permit

Background

Animal Services, in conjunction with the City of Reno developed this new Code language to address
welfare concerns and to establish a welfare permit to coincide with business licensing or special use
permits for commercial animal establishments, retail, animal exhibits, circuses and 501(c}{3) groups who
utilize animals as part of an educational group. Currently, there are no regulations within Chapter 55
that address commercial animal sales or exhibits. The goal is to improve the oversight of the health,
safety and welfare of the animals in commercial environments through an internal permit process in
conjunction with business licensing.

Summary of Code proposals

Establishes permit durations and renewals to accommodate establishments as well as exhibits
and circuses

Establishes welfare requirements in accordance with NRS 574
o Walls/floors constructed of nonabsorbent, nonporous materials and of adequate
support to animals
o Dogs/cats kept in isolation rooms for 120 hrs prior to being released for sale
Any dog/cat presenting signs of illness or injury shall be kept in an isolation area and
treated by a veterinarian
o Operators that do not have a full-time veterinarian must a have a written Program of
Veterinary Care {PVC) which outlines a veterinarian’s oversight of animals and methods
of euthanasia for animals which should be consistent with the American Veterinary
Medical Association Guidelines for Euthanasia.
o Operators to provide hand sanitizer for public use to decrease the transmission of
disease
¢ Disposal of carcasses in accordance with NRS 571.200
= A commercial establishment is prohibited from selling dogs/cats not obtained from an
Acceptable Procurement Source
o Humane groups organized as legal entities in accordance with NRS 571.200 and NAC
571200
o USDA licensed breeders
o WCRAS approved National breed registry breeders
+ Establishes suspension or revocation of welfare permit process and reporting to Business
Licensing
= Due process if a welfare permit is revoked
o 14 days to file an appeal with the Washoe County Administrative Hearing Office
o Aggrieved permittee may appeal the Hearing Officer’'s decision through a petition for
judicial review within 30 days.
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SUMMARY: An ordinance amending Washoe County Code Chapter 55 by
creating provisicns regulating commercial animal
establishments (through an animal welfare permit) and
revising definitions.

BILL NO.
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WASHOE COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 55 BY CREATING
PROVISIONS REGULATING COMMERCIAL ANIMAL ESTABLISHMENTS (THROUGH
AN ANIMAL WELFARE PERMIT); BY ADDING RELATED DEFINITIONS; AND BY
MAKING CHANGES TO THE DEFINITIONS OF “ANIMAL” AND “COUNTY".

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF WASHOE DO
ORDAIN:

SECTION 1. Chapter 55 cof the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended by adding thereto the following new section which shall
read as follows:

55.455 Commercial animal welfare permit.

1. Commercial animal establishments must obtain a welfare
permit from regional animal services.

(a) No commercial animal welfare permit may be transferred or
assigned between persons, between commercial animal
establishments, or between a person and a commercial animal
establishment.

{b) A commercial animal establishment must maintain a welfare
permit for each individual location.

{(c) Upon a commercial animal establishment’s change of
ownership or location, a new inspection and welfare permit is
required.

(d) Each commercial animal establishment shall be subject to
unscheduled inspection by an animal control officer during
normal business hours.

(e) The commercial animal welfare permit must be displayed in
a conspicuous place within the commercial animal establishment.

(f) No commercial animal establishment may sell a dog or cat
over the age of 3 months without a valid rabies vaccination.

(g) Veterinarians and/or veterinary hospitals are exempt from
this provision.

2. All commercial animal establishments shall submit an
application for a commercial animal welfare permit with regional
animal services.

3. Regional animal services must review the application and
certify that the commercial animal establishment has been




inspected and is in compliance with all animal welfare permit
requirements. Regional animal services shall notify the
appropriate jurisdiction(s) of Washoe County, the City of Reno
and/or the City of Sparks of the welfare permit status.

4, During annual inspections, an animal control officer must
verify that the commercial animal establishment holds a valid
business license. A certificate of occupancy for the appropriate
jurisdiction or an approved business license may be accepted as
evidence that the commercial animal establishment is in
compliance with the local jurisdiction.

{a) Regicnal animal services shall create an internal animal
welfare permit applicatien process with rules and records
retention requirements, including, but not limited to, proof of
insurance, health records, and any other conditions necessary to
preserve the health and safety of the animals and the public.

{(b) Reccrds shall be maintained at the commercial animal
establishment for a minimum of two years after the date of sale,
transfer or other disposition of the dog or cat identified by
the record, and shall be readily available for inspection by any
animal control officer.

(c) Except as otherwise provided, a commercial animal
establishment shall be inspected and the welfare permit renewed
annually by regiocnal animal services.

5. In addition to the requirements set forth in NRS 574.360
through 574.510, inclusive, which outline the duties of
operators, an operator of a commercial animal establishment
shall:

(a} Ensure that the walls and floors of enclosures are
constructed of nonabsorbent, nonporous material impervious to
moisture, and are adequate to support the animal without sagging
and to prevent injury.

(b) Ensure that all dogs and cats are kept in an isolation
room or isolation area for a minimum of 120 hours before being
released to a purchaser. The permittee or their representative
shall observe each animal daily in order to identify general
symptoms of injury, illness or disease.

(c) Ensure that any dog or cat that exhibits symptoms of
injury, illness or disease is kept in an isolation room or
isolation area and treated by a veterinarian. The veterinarian
shall verify that the dog or cat is healthy before such dog or
cat can be offered for sale,

(d) Estabklish and maintain a written Program of Veterinary
Care (PVC). The attending veterinarian must visit the facility
on a regular basis, i.e., often enough to provide adequate
oversight of the facility’'s care and use of animals. The PVC
must include method(s) of euthanasia, which should be consistent
with the current American Veterinary Medical Association {(AVMA)




Guidelines on Euthanasia.

(e) Provide a hand sanitizer and require members of the public
te sanitize their hands prior to and after handling any animals
in corder to reduce the risks of transmission of disesase.

(f) Dispose of animal carcasses in accordance with NRS 571.200
and NAC 571.200.

6. A commercial animal establishment is prohibited from
selling dogs or cats obtained from a source other than an
acceptable procurement source. Acceptable procurement sources
are:

{z) Humane groups organized as legal entities in accordance
with NRS 574.010 through 574.040, inclusive;

(b) USDA licensed dealers; and

(c) a nationally reccgnized breed registry approved by
regional animal services.

7. Commercial animal welfare permits granted to circuses,
performing animal exhibitiocons, or animal exhibits are valid for
the duration of the event not to exceed 30 days from the date of
issuance. A Nevada non-profit corporation exempt from taxation
under the Internal Revenue Code section 501 (c) (3), which is
established for educational purposes, may apply for an annual
permit.

8. Circuses, perfeorming animal exhibitions, and animal
exhibits may reguest limited permission to possess prohibited
animals for the duration of the commercial animal welfare
permit. Possession of a prohibited animal under this section is
exempt from WCC 55.6€50. Regional animal services shall verify
items such as proof of insurance, health records, USDA
Exhibitors Permit and any other conditions necessary to preserve
the health and safety of the public.

8. Revocation of commercial animal welfare permit. If a
permitee viclates this section or any other law of the State of
Nevada or ordinance of Washoe County pertaining to animal
welfare, regional animal services may revoke the commercial
animal welfare permit.

(a} Any commercial animal establishment residing within the
boundaries of the City of Reno shall maintain a City of Reno
business license. If, at any time, the City suspends or revokes
the business license, the City shall notify regional animal
services and the commercial animal welfare permit shall be
suspended or revoked.

(b) Any commercial animal establishment residing within the
boundaries of the City of Sparks shall maintain a City of Sparks
business license. If, at any time, the City suspends or revokes
the business license, the City shall notify regional animal
services and the commercial animal welfare permit shall be
suspended or revoked,




(c) If the permittee fails to comply with any conditions
imposed on the welfare permit, regional animal services may
suspend or revoke the permit. If regional animal services
suspends or revokes a welfare permit, the permittee shall be
advised in writing of the reascn{s) therefor and may appeal that
decision to the administrative hearing office no later than 14
days after receiving the written notice. A failure to appeal
the suspension or revocation within 14 days precludes further
administrative or judicial review.

{d) Upon the filing of an appeal, the administrative hearing
cffice shall hold a hearing on the appeal as soon as
practicable.

(e) The administrative hearing officer may hear any testimony
and admit any evidence he or she deems necessary. All
proceedings shall be conducted in accordance with WCC 55.800(6)
through 55.800(17), inclusive.

(f) The hearing officer’s decision sustaining, reversing, or
sustaining with conditions the suspension or revocation shall
include findings of fact and be transmitted in writing to the
appellant within 14 working days.

(g) Any permittee aggrieved by the hearing officer’s decision
may appeal that decision by filing a petition for judicial
review in the district court within 30 days of the hearing
officer’s decision. The commercial animal welfare permit shall
remain in place until a decision is rendered by the district
court.

SECTION 2. Section 55.010 of the Washoe County Code is hereby
amended by adding thereto the following new definitions:

“Ambient Temperature” means the temperature of the environment
immediately surrounding the animal.

“Commercial animal establishment” means any pet store, circus,
perferming animal exhibition, animal exhibit, zoclegical park,
kennel, training or boarding facility used for the business of
buying, selling, housing, boarding or exhibiting animals.

“Isclation area” means a location where potentially infected
animals can be separated from other animals for the period of
time to control disease transmission, under such conditions as
to prevent direct or indirect conveyance of the infectious agent
from spreading to other animals.

“"Isolation room” means a separate room in which conditions are
established to control and contain the transmission of disease,
such as, but not limited to, contamination from feces and bodily




secretions, mites, and arthropod vectors, and which has a
separate air supply with ventilaticn to the cutside with no
admixture in the general circulation.

SECTION 3. Washoe County Ceode 55.010 is hereby amended by
changing the definitions of “Animal” and “County” as follows:

AAnimal means:

{a) All cattle or bovine species;

(b) All hcorses, rmules, burros, asses or egulne species;
{(c} All swine or porcine species;

(d) All sheep and goats;

(e) Alternative livestock as defined in NRS 501.003;
(f) All domestic animals; and

(g) All exotic animals.

ACounty means all the area of Washoe County as defined by NRS
243.0430, and as it may be amended from.time to time.

(Business Impact Note: The Board cf County Commissioners hereby
finds that this ordinance does not impose a direct and
significant economic burden upon a business, nor does it
directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion of a
business. ]

Proposed on the == day of , 2015.
Preoposed by Commissioner
Passed on the = day of » 2015,
Vote:

Ayes:

Nays:

Absent:




Chairman
Washoe Ccunty Commission
ATTEST:

County Clerk

This ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after
, 2015,
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55.455 Commercial Animal W elfare Permit Comment [a1]: This is & new secticn 1o addeesa
1. (‘arrmrrcml animal establishments must Mpe-.m!—md—g_l‘-mn_a wellare permit ted-by from e S ik ot st sl el i) s
Regional Animal Services. Wording s & collshoration between th County,
al Nogommercial animal welfarg permit may be transferred or assigned between persons, e e ==
between commercial animal establishments, or between a person and a commercial animal tu_t[ﬂ] By RAS ‘_]
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b} A commercial animal establishment must maintain a welfare permit for each individual location Mﬁw -]
c) Upon a change of location or ownership of a commercial animal establishment, a new
inspection and welfarg permit is required
d} Each commercial animal establishment is shall be subject to unscheduled inspection by an
animal control officer during normal business hours.
e} The commercial amimal establishament welfare permit must be displayed in a conspicuous place
within the commercial animal establishmentdecation,
fl Mo commercial animal establishment may sell a cat of dog over the age of 3 months obi-leany
person without a valid rabies vaccination.
gl Veterinarians and/or veterinary hospitals are exempt from this provision

2. All commercial animal establishments are reguired-toshall submit an application for a

commercial animal welfare permit to Regional Animal Services

3. Regional Animal Services must review the application and certify that the commercial animal

estahlishment has been inspected and is in compliance with all animal welfare permit

requirements. Regional Animal Services shall notify the appropriate jurisdictions -soning

Feqnﬂemﬁ-ﬂnd—mﬁmamrrmf Washoe County. the City of Reno and or the City of Sparks of
re SLAtUS.

Igglml].jquﬂm,_m_m_ml control officer must verify that the commercial animal
establishment holds Aa valid business license, A cenificate of occupancy for the appropriate
jurisdiction or an approved business license may be accepted as evidence that the commercial
animal establishment is in compliance with the local jurisdiction

a) Reglonal Animal Services k-hereby-authedzed-tashall create an internal animal welfare
permit application process with rules; and records requirementsand retention
reguirements, including, but not limited to, proof of insurance, health records, and any
other conditions-deamad necessary to preserve the health and safety of the animals and
the public.

by e records Recordsrequired-in section 3{a) shall be maintained at the commercial animal
establishment for a minimum of two years after the date of sale, transfer or other
disposition of the dog or eat addressed byidentified by the record, and shall be readily
available for inspection by any animal control officer

guj_'m: welfare permit renewed annually by Regional Animal Services.
#5. In addition to the requirements as set forth in NRS 574,360 thru 574510674, which euthines duties

of operators, specifically-NHRS-574- 350 Hha-573-540. an operator shall ensure



a) The walls and Noors of enclosures shall be construcied of nonabsorbent, nonporous
materials impervious to moisture, and must be of adequate suppori-to support the animal
without sagging and to prevent injury-te-the-animal.

b} All dogs and cats received-forresale shall be kept in an isolation room or area for a
minimum of 120 hours before being released to a purchaser. The permittee or their
representative animal shall observed each animal daily in order o recasnizeidemify
general symptoms of injury, illness or disease.

¢) Any dog or cat that exhibits symptoms of injury, illness or disease shall be kept in an
isolation arca or isolation room and treated by a veterinanan. The veterinanian shall verify
that the dog or cat is healthy before such dog or cat can be offered for sale.

d) Operators which-de-sot-have a-full-time attending veterimarian-must have a written
Program of Veterinary Care (PVC). The attending veterinarian must visit the facility on a
regular basis, i.e., often enough to provide adequate oversight of the facility’s care and
use of animals. The PVC must include-the method(s) of cuthanasia, forthe-animals:
which should be consistent with the current American Veterinary Medical Association
(AVMA) Guidelines on Euthanasia

e) To reduce the risks of transmission of diseases, all commercial animal establishments
that allow for the handling of animals by the public must provide a hand sanitizer and
reguire members of the public 1o sanitize their hands prior to and after handling the
animals.

f) Disposal of animal carcasses shall occur in accordance with NRS 871,200 and NAC
371.200

68. A commercial animal establishment is prohibited from selling dogs or cats obtained from a
source other than an acceptable procurement source. Accepiable Pprocurement Ssources are.
2) Humane groups organized as legal entities in accordance with NRS 574 010 thru 574040,
inclusive;.
aib)  USDA licensed dealers,

73, Commercial animal welfare permits granted to circuses. performing animal exhibitions, or
animal exhibits are valid for the duration of the event not to exceed thirty (30) davs from the date
of issuance. A Nevada non-profit corporation exempt from taxation under the Intermnal Revenue
Code section 3011c)3), which is established for educational purposes. may apply for an annual
permit.
86. Circuses, performing animal exhibitions. and animal exhibits may request limited permission
10 possess prohibited animals for the duration of the commercial animal welfare permit
Possession of a prohibited animal under this section is exempt from WCC 55650 Regional
Animal Services shall verify  items such as proof of insurance, health records, USDA Exhibitors
Permit and any other conditions necessary to preserve the health and safety of the public

9. Revocation of Commercial Animal Welfare Permit
Acviolation-of] [ a permitee violates this section or vielatien-of any other law of the State of
Nevada or ordinance of Washoe County erdinasee pertaining to animal welfare, Regional
Animal Services shalb-may revoke eonstiisie-a-vielation-of the commercial animal welfare permit
sind such permit shall be subject b revocation by RegionabAnimal Sarwees.
a) Any commercial animal establishment residing within the boundaries of the City of
Reno shall maintain a City of Reno business license. If, at any time, the City suspends or

{ Formatted: Font Consolas, 105 pt, Bold |

E_t[ﬂ] Inmuﬁ-ﬂht’n) of Rene
e changen made afler public comment 9-30-14

Comment [#4]: Added language
Obiained v public comment




I

revokes the business license, the City shall notify Regional Animal Services and the
commercial animal welfare permit shall be suspended or revoked.

b} Any commercial animal establishment residing within the boundaries of the City of
Sparks shall maintain a City of Sparks business license. If, at any time, the City suspends
or revokes the business license, the City shall notify Regional Animal Services and the
commercial animal welfare permit shall be suspended or revoked.

) If the permittee fails to comply with any conditions imposed on the welfare permit,
Regional Animal Services may suspend or revoke the esmmercialanimalpermit. If
Regional Animal Services suspends or revokes a welfare permit, the permittee shall be
advised in writing of the reason(s) esreasens therefor and may file an appeal of that
decision to the Administrative Hearing Office not later than fourteen (14) days after
receiving the written notice. A failure to appeal the decision of Regional Animal Services
within fourteen [14) days esnstistasanadmissionthat tha declclon o wall founded and
precludes further administrative or judicial review.

(d) Upan an appeal being filed, the Administrative Hearing Office shall, as soon as is
practical, hold a hearing on the appeal.

(e} The Administrative Hearing Office may hear any testimony and admit any evidence
it deems necessary. All proceedings shall be conducted in accordance with-af WCC
55.800(6) thru 55.800(17), inclusive

{f) The Hearing Officers decision sustaining, reversing, or sustaining with conditions the
action of Regional Animal Services shall include findings of fact and be transmitted in
writing to the appellant within fourteen (14) working days.

{g) Any permittee aggrieved by the Hearing Officer’s decision may appeal that decision
by filling a petition for judicial review within thirty {30] days of the Hearing Officer's
decision. The commercial animal welfare permit shall remain in place until a decision is
rendered by the district court.

erature” means the temperature of the envi

il o aases o
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Wﬂ_ﬁlﬂl&hﬂﬂﬂ means any pel store, circus, performing animal exhibition
animal exhibit, zoological park, kennel or baarding facility used for the business of buving
selling. housing, boarding or exhibiting animals.
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“Brevding”

cans producing the ing of cars or dogs, called a lister

M
o ! Breeder™ means a dealer, operator or T o whao iy responsible for the

establishment which engages in the breeding of fivethred or more litters of cats or dogs in a
sell, rade or give away o ethers . In accordance with WCOC 25,01 5(1 I
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55,795 Commercial Breeding Permif
L I the wunin o and incor ted areas of W as ‘ounty, a commercial breeder
ust  for and ebtain an annual it to act as a breeder issued by Washoe

.lml'”nu fland‘ 554 ﬂ r.!'fnum.':rrm .Jr r who:

a) Pays th licahale it 1 : and
) Complies with any other regifrements cribed by the-dss Repional Animal
' Ear ' 53 of th ix

whi may i A

4. The permi T s a oo il preed ust he displayed in

.5'?4.36# to 74,440, inclusive, as those provisions apply fe
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reeders, any animal contral
enter and inspect the premises specified on the permit at any
reasonable hour,
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mimal Eo of icer or ¢ o ¥fficer may, suspend,

revoke or deny a permit for a lr‘!l?.'ll."lﬂﬂ af the provisions of
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{al If o permittee fails to comply with any conditions Imposed on the permit, the animal control
officer may suspend or revoke the commerciol breeding permit. If the enimal control officer
suspends or revokes a permit, the permittee shall be advised in writing of the reason or
reasans therefor ond may file on appeal of that decision with the Adminjstrative Hearing

Office not later than fourteen (14) days after receiving the written notice. A failure to appeal

r within

that the decision is well founded and precludes further administrative or judiclal review,
(bl _The Administrative Hearing Office shall, as soon as is practical, hold o hearing on the appeal.
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purchaser; or
., Breed a ale dop:
{a) Before she is 18 months old; or
(b} More than once a year.
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the animal control officer sholl include findings of fact ond be transmitted in writing to the
applicant within fourteen {14) working days.
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55.455 Commercial Animal Permit

1 Commercial animal establishments must be inspected by and be permitted by the Animal Services
Manager or his designee

a) Nocommercial permit may be transferred or assigned between persons, between commercial
animal establishments, or between a person and a commercial animal establishment

b} Each separate and distinct commercial animal establishment owned by the same person or
entity, must possess an individual location permit.

€] Upon a change of location or ownership of a commercial animal establishment, a new
inspection and permit is required prior to any operational changes.

d} Each commercial animal establishment is subject to inspection by an Animal Control Officer
anytime during normal business hours.

e] The commercial animal establishment permit must be displayed in a conspicuous place.

fl Mo commercial animal establishment may sell a cat or dog over the age of 3 months old to any
person without a valid rabies vacoination

gl Veterinarian or veterinary hospitals are exempt from this provisian,

2. All commaercial animal establishments, except Veterinarians and Veterinary Hospitals, are required to
submit an application for commercial animal establishment to Regional Animal Services

3. Upan initial apphcation, Regronal Ammal Services must review and certify that the commercial animal
establishment has been inspected and is in compliance with all zoning requirements and ordinances of
Washoe County, the City of Reno or the City of Sparks, A certificate of occupancy for the appropriate



] jurisdiction gr approved business license may be accepted as evidence that the commercial animal
establishment is in compliance with the local jurisdiction.

a] _Regional Animal Services is hereby authorized to create an internal permit application process
wilth rules, -records reguirgments and retention including, but not limited to, proof of insurance,
health records, and any other conditions deemed necessary to preserve the health and safety of
the animals and the public,

4. Except as otherwise established, a permit is renewable annually upon inspection

5 Commercial permits granted to circus, performing animal exhibitions, or animal exhibits are vahid for
thie duration of the event not to exceed thirty (30) days from the date of issuance.

6. Circuses, performing animal exhibitions, or animal exhibits may request limited permission to possess

prohibited animals within the jurisdiction of Regional Animal Services for the duration of the commercial
parmit,

a) Possession of a prohibited animal under this section is exempt from the provisions of 55.650,
Regional Animal Services is hereby authorized to create internal permit application rules
including, but not limited to, proof of insurance, health records, USDA exhibitors permit and any
other conditions deemed necessary to preserve the health and safety of the public. Each
prahibited animal possessed |s required to be separately permitted. ™

2. Jn pccordance with the provisions of NRS 574 duties of Operators, the Board hereby adopts NRS
574.360 thru 574,510 inclusive. In addition to the requirements in subsection 7 an Operator shall
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businesslicense the City shall notify Regional Arimal Seevices and the Commercial amimal
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